2019 .
YEAR IN Access to Justice

COMMISSION

REV' EW JUSTICE for A LL
STATEWIDE LEGAL CLINICS

The Mississippi Supreme Court challenged every Chancery Court District in Mississippi to begin hosting pro se legal clinics in June 2018 and requested

that the Commission help organize the clinics. The clinics were very successful across the state. Through the Initiative, 851 people were given free legal
assistance in 2018. The Supreme Court and the Commission again helped organize the clinics in 2019. The clinics were even more successful in 2019,
assisting over 1,077 Mississippians in need. The clinics assisted with the following types of cases:

The list of free legal clinics can be found at: https://courts.ms.gov/Legal/CivilLegal.php.

The Mississippi Bar was named the 2019 ABA Harrison Tweed Award winner for
its involvement with the Statewide Legal Clinic Initiative.

Harrison Tweed award presentation at ABA meeting - The Mississippi Bar President,
Pat Bennett, (pictured center) receiving the Harrison Tweed Award on behalf of The
Mississippi Bar at the August Annual Meeting of the American Bar Association.

The co-sponsors of the award are Radhika M. Singh, Chief, Civil Legal Services,

National Legal Aid & Defender Association (NLADA)
and Theodore Howard, Chair, ABA Standing
Committee on Legal Aid and
Indigent Defendants (SCLAID).

THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

0 free legal clinics where 489 Mississippians o presentations to legal associations, ° Bench Cards created for judicial education
received assistance where sponsored by the other associations and community groups (In Forma Pauperis, Plain English and
Commission Limited Representation)

resources created for clerks and courts o issues of What's New(s) in Access
(Can and Cannots for Clerks and Court Staff e aters

and for Court Patrons)

0 list of Volunteer Language Interpreters

UPDATED ONLINE INTERACTIVE FORMS

The Commission updated its online interactive forms in 2019. The interactive forms are online collectively at www.msatjc.org/legal-forms or individually:
Irreconcilable Differences Divorce: https://lawhelpinteractive.org/Interview/Generatelnterview/3490/engine
Adult Name Change: https://lawhelpinteractive.org/Interview/Generateinterview/5247/engine
Emancipation: https://lawhelpinteractive.org/Interview/Generateinterview/4906/engine

The Commission is working to produce a series of self-help videos to assist individuals represented by counsel
and self-represented litigants prepare for court and navigate the legal system.
The videos will be available at: https://www.msatjc.org/preparing-for-court




Access to Justice

The Mississippi Supreme Court created the Mississippi Access to
Justice Commission on June 28, 2006 to develop a unified
strategy to improve access to the civil courts for the poor. The
Commission is tasked with investigating the need for civil legal services to the poor in Mississippi

and evaluating, developing and recommending policies, programs and initiatives that will assist
the judiciary in meeting needs for civil legal services to the poor.

GOALS OF THE COMMISSION

. Identify the current and future needs e Work to maximize the wise and ° Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness
of the legal services community in providing efficient use of available resources, includ- of the statewide system and service provid-
access to justice. ing development of local, regional and/or ers, and periodically evaluate the progress
statewide systems that encourage the made in fulfilling their respective responsi-
coordination of resources and funding. bilities.

® Develop and establish a strategic
statewide plan for delivery of legal services
to the poor in Mississippi.

e Develop and implement initiatives - Consider relevant topics, including
e Develop strategies and ideas to designed to expand civil access to justice. available funds and g“dgegiz expansion of
increase resources and funding for access to ;ﬁig“r%es’cm":;rﬁﬁ?; atio?\l; ’;n da";féz;':sz
justice in civil legal matters, and to make ° Work to reduce barriers to the justice develig mentinrolbonoimaliers and othger
recommendations to appropriate entities to system by addressing existing and proposed lat dp t + P nd to make recommenda-
ensure that the resources and funding are  court rules, procedures, and policies. (e r_na:j S

applied to the areas and organizations of the tions as it deems appropriate.

greatest need.

CO M M I TT E E S e  Delivery System: oversees the developement of an expanded and improved system
for providing civil legal services to low-income people.
e  Public Awareness: works to raise awareness about the scope of the need for legal

services.

e  Resource Development: develops a long-term plan to increase funding to civil legal
services programs.

GET CONNECTED WITH THE COMMISSION :&‘

Executive Director: nicoleH. McLaughlin
nmclaughlin@msbar.org
(601) 960-9581

Website: www.msatjc.org

212} ONLINE RESOURCES

de Legal nics Mississippi Access to Justice Commission: www.msatjc.org

Calr LA AT TS o / MSATIC’s Expungement Website: www.ExpungeMississippi.com
) EpRICuT Mississippi Free Legal Answers: https://ms.freelegalanswers.org/
The Mississippi Bar: www.msbar.org




